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‘Billy the Kﬂdd’
Boasts He Committed at 1 east 3,000 Burgianesg

S e o - .._._‘.__..1

. By Lee Michael Katz
- Journal Staft Writer

A modern- day outlaw who eluded pohce
while committing thousands of burglaries
throughout the Was'nington area plea-bar-
gained himself into a 20-year prison term in
an Arlington courtroom yesterday, closmg
a self-confessed career of crime.

Awed detectives call him simply’ “Bxl]y
the Kidd,” his favorite alias. Now behind
bars in the Arlington Jail is a short, 25-year-
old orphaned drud addict arrested for cash-
ing stolen travelers’ cheeks at a local
motel.

By the time local detectives, the FBI and_
military police finish piecing his story to-

-gether, Billy the Kidd boasts, they will have
a self-proclaimed “‘burglar of the century”
who has scored an astonishing tally of
crimes using multiple identities and bizarre
subterfugea

He claims he broke into hxehnse offices
by lowermd himself on ropes down the sndes

of the buxldmgs ‘commuted by taxicab to
two or three burglaries a day because he
owned no car, and used the proceeds from
his crimes to support a costly dru? habit.:

The residential and office burglary count
stands at more than 3,000 since 1978, ac-
cording to his own and pohce estimates,. "and
the value of the goods he’s stolen tops 32
million.

Billy the ded called ‘that tmure “the txp
of the iceberg.”. %

. “I’'m better than (notormus burglar)
Bernard Welch,” he said in a series of jail-
house mterwews “I never killed anyone. I

,Was never caught inside a building.” -

" The end came for the self-proclaimed

master burﬂlar on \Iay 13, when Arlington
police surrounded him at a Clarendon motel
after he “just slipped up.” It was during a
week-long orgy of burglaries and drugs
‘after his 20-year-old girlfrirnd left him to go
back home to Massachuseiis.

With Billy the Kidd 52hind bars and con-

fessmd to one burglary after another, local
pohce investigators ar» working to sift
through the mount.un +f testlmony he's
_offered.
" To their surpn;e they are ﬂndmg that
many of his stories check out: -
e iast year, he broke into the offices of

the federal Drug Enforcement Agency in
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be a specxal agent, said / Arhnoton Police

Department spokesman Tom Bell. Billy the} -

Kidd.said he used the identification and a
stolen gold badge to avoid arrests while
making drud purchases.,

® In Falrfax County, he claims responsi-
bility for a long string of break-ins, most of
them commercial. “‘His original estimate to
us has been 400,” said. pohce investigator

Joseph Gaudiano. “From what he’s told us ”

most of it cheeks out.” ‘

» Alexandria and Falls Church
have offered him immunity froml
prosecution for his alleged crimes 1f;
.he will help them close their books on|
“sceres of unsolved burglary cases
"there.

. » InD.C, police accompamed him
to a bank he said he’d robbed and
asked him to explein how he’d gotten

inside. He pulled out a screwdriver, a
‘D.C. police detective told the Jour-
nal, “stuck it in and the next thing
“you know, the back door popped
open. He took us up and around the;
bank, and no alarms went off.”

Other tales of the exploits of Wil-
liam Lee Kidd, actually William Lee

.Offutt, are not so easily verified.

Kidd claims he slipped past guards
and alarm systems to break into the
.FBl and CIA bmldmgs, “just to see if
;Icould getin.’

* He said he swunc over to the FBI
roof downtown by chmbmv an adJa-
cent building.
© At CIA headquarters in Langley,
:Offutt claimed, he scaled a fence,
shpped past a guard post at the serv-
ice entrance, then covered his eyes

-with film negatives to thread his wayj - -

‘through a “spiderweb’” of infrared
sensors before becommg scared and
Jeaving.

In both cases, Offutt said, he was-
n’t after money or information.

“I was Just on one of my strange!
httle missions,” he said. *“This past

year, 1 got to the point of challengmg
myself .

CIA spokeswoman Cathy Pherson,
‘said the-ageney could not comment;
on any claim of a break-in last Janu-|
ary. FBIspecial agent Larry Ank-
rom, investigating Offutt s links to an

FBI fencing operation, said the
hwnals

in onh. Honame » hn hisarra ??

Makes a Deai Pjeads Gwﬁy,

it

_rise buildings in

-ty, Md, He belonged to a burglary
gang there, he sald and partlcxpated
,_m gang shootouts.

.'Corps under the name William Lee
Kidd, his favorxte ot “countless" al-

‘papers and shuttled between Army

se I

+ The compact, climbing-boot-clad
burglar said he‘has provided investi-
gators. with details describing offices
-inside both buxldmus to prove he ﬂot
in. ) Lr
Tomorrow he added he is sched-
uled to show FBI agents how he did

; “He sa remarka—ble mdmdual,’* ‘
commented. an’awed District of
-Columbia police detective John W.
Rldenour IIL.."Anything he said he
did, I can’t in goed consc1ence say he
didn’t do it ~°
Ridenour,. an 11- year veteran
detective, arrested Offutt on a bur-
glary charge in April, after he al-
legedly turned up in a photocrraph of
an FBI “sting” operation. ..
.. “‘He’s the type of guy who could do
anything he wanted to,”” said Ride
ixnodur dw t(l) said Jmhce have|
ependently verifi L.
“futt’s claims, . e¢ many Of Of
““He was a true professmnal ” said
‘Arlington police spokesman Bell..
Arlington police alone have cleared
more than 200 burglaries on informa-
ggnsstu;;ghed}?y Ofifutt “Everything
oid us has ¢ ”
noted. ecked out; Bell
_Billy the Kidd rappelied down high r,
Rosslyn and othe
suburban areas, bur: larizing offi cesl
and apartments insj e with tools noy -
more sophisticated than screwdriv-
glrlsmbzl\;gngton p(;’llce have found
ropes he left
epokesman Beli said. - behmd
In hours of tape- recorded mter-
views with the Journal, Offutt claim-|
ed he began his career of crime while
growing up in Prince George's Coun-

He joined the Army at 16 by ] ing
about his age, he said, an?i' t)nen
deserted. Later he joined ‘the Marine

iases.
Offutt clmmed he took his military

posts in the Southwest collectin
thousand of dollars in re-enhstmengél
bonuses before arousing suspicion at



